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Suffolk and the bishop of Ghichester, with a great company of
knights, esquires, and the flower of the ladies of Kent, came to
welcome her to England; by them she was conducted to Dover
castle, and there she rested till the Monday, which was a wintry
and inclement day. But notwithstanding the storm that raged
abroad, she obeyed the instructions that had been issued for the
manner and order of her journey, and commenced her progress to
Canterbury. On Barham downs she was met by the archbishop
of Canterbury and a great company of gentlemen, who attended
her to St. Augustine's without Canterbury. On new-year's eve
she was conducted to [Rochester, where she remained in the
bishop's palace all new-year's day.

Henry, who was impatient to see her, rode to Bochester incog-
nito on the morrow, with eight gentlemen of his privy-chamber, all
dressed alike in coats of marble colour (some sort of grey), expect-
ing, no doubt, that his highly-praised German bride would rival
both the bright-eyed Boleyn and the fail* Seymour. On his arrival,
he despatched sit- Anthony Browne, his master of the horse, to
inform Anne that <lhe had brought her a new-year's gift, if she
would please to receive it." The knight afterwards declared,
" that he was struck with consternation when he was shown the
queen, and was never so much dismayed in his life as to see a
lady so far unlike what had been represented." He had, however,
the discretion to conceal his impression, well knowing how greatly
opinions vary as to beauty, and left the king to judge for himself.
When Henry, whose impatience could no longer be restrained,
entered the presence of his betrothed, a glance sufficed to destroy
the enchantment which Holbein's pencil had created: the goods
were not equal to pattern, and he considered himself an injured
man. He recoiled in bitter disappointment. It is possible that
Anne was not a whit more charmed with Henry's appearance and
deportment than he was with hers, especially as he was not in the
most gracious of moods. But, although somewhat taken by sur-
prise at the abrupt entrance of the formidable spouse to whom she
had been consigned by the will of her country, she sank upon her
knees at his approach, and did her best to offer him a loving
greeting. Evilly as Henry was disposed towards the luckless
princess, he was touched with the meekness and deep humility of
her behaviour. He did violence to his feelings so far as to raise
her up with some show of civility. The interview only lasted a
few minutes, but scarcely twenty words were exchanged. Anne's
mother-tongue, the German of the Rhine, famSiarly .called "high
Dutch," was so displeasing to Henry's musical ears, that he would
not make any attempts to converse with her by means of an in-